HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC
this kingdom of your highness. At present the preference (of
Hazrat-i-Ala) for the English and the promise of the grant
of the taluk of Poonamalle (to them) do not appear to be
untainted with deceit. What troubles it may give birth to and
to what extent it may bring disappointments are not known.
The removal of such evils (if allowed to grow) will become an
arduous task; the remedy for these troubles is beyond our
reason and intelligence."
In brief, the Nawwab's mind was agitated on listening
to this. Immediately he resolved that the territory of the Deccan,
nay the whole of India, should be freed from all frang merchants.
Accordingly he issued a strict order to Hazrat-i-A'la requiring
him to sever his relationship with the English and to drive them
from their settlements. He appointed Abdu'n-Nabi Khan* and
Himmat Bahadur Khans, thtnazims of Cuddapah and Kurnool
to subjugate Devanampattan and Chennapattatl. On this account
the mind of Hazrat-i-Ala was wounded. On learning the mis-
chief of these pernicious men and the plans of the conspirators,
 (1)	Abdu'n-Nabi Khan,  succeeded to the Nawwabship of   Cuddapah,
which was an   extensive power including Siddhout, Gandikqtta,   Cumbum,
Gurramkonda and   Punganoor.   He also   accompanied Nasir Jang   on his
expedition to the  Carnatic and took a prominent part in the assassination
of the Wazir.   He ruled Cuddapah from  S. S.  1658 to S.  S. 1659, and died
in 1747.   He was followed for brief periods by Alaf Khan and his brother
Ranad Allah Khan, and then by Alaf Khan's son, Himrnat Bahadur who
reigned twenty  years,    [p. VII  of  C. P. Brown's Extract from the Cyclic
Tables of Hindu and Mohomadan Chronology in his Ephemeris (A.D. 1751
to 1850)—Madras (1850)].
 (2)	Himmat Bahadur Khan, the nasim of Kurnool:   It was during the
rule of Himmat that the Mahrattas invaded his territory.   Himmat Bahadur
Khan along with the other Pathan Nawwabs such as Abdu'n-Nabi Khan of
Cuddapah, and the Nawwab  of Bankapur secretly worked on the French
side.   After the assassination of Nasir Jang and of Musaffar Jang, Kurnool
was besieged and carried off by assault in March 1751 by the Wazir Salabat
Jang and the French General M. Bussy.
48

